The chemically dependent PA: role models for recovery.
The problem of substance abuse and chemical dependency among physician assistants first became evident in the late 1970s. Since then, the profession has taken significant steps to implement impaired provider programs, at both the constituent chapter level and the national level. Increased awareness of these programs--along with a concerted effort to debunk the myths and stereotypes associated with those who abuse chemicals or become dependent--should encourage more PAs who need assistance to seek treatment. Six recovering PAs share their personal experiences in the hope that they can inspire others in the profession who may need help with an addiction problem.